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Resettlement Property Dockets : 1 

1. Fred a Baker Report, dated July 9, 1935 

f 

Exhibits A & B 

Exhibit K - letter dated June 28, 1935 from- James A. Gray to Dr. 

L. C. Gray 

Exhibit M - Letter dated July 8, 1935 from Joseph Brooks to Joan 
Collier 

Exhibit N - Letter from William Zimmerman to Fred A. Baker 

Exhibit 0 - Statement of personnel and work relief program 

- Handbook of American Indians' dated October 1935 by 
John Permain i 

Memorandum to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs from the Asst. 
Solicitor, Dept, of the Interior, dated April 8, 1935. 

\j Authorization of Baker Report from Asst. Commissioner (Indian Affairs)? 
to Fred A Baker, dated June 13, 1935. 

Approval of program by Joseph Brooks to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, dated July 8, 1935 

Reply by Joseph Brooks dated November 4, 1935. 

Memorandum from Resettlement Administration to Mr. Grorud from E~R. 
Henson, Chief Economic & 'Social Section, Rural Settlement Div., 
dated December 16, 1936. 

Letter to the Commissioner of Indian. Affairs from Joseph Brooks, 

. dated September 9, 1935. .. 

Letter of agreement to take property to Commissioner of Indian Arfarrs 
^ from Joseph Brooks, dated September 9, 1935. 

Document from Commissioner Collier - Dkt. No. 45499-37 




i/ 


Act of November- 2, 1921, 42nd Statute, P* 308, title 25, h 

Act of June 18, 1934, 43 Statute, P. 98,*,/*'* V'" 4 ' * '" 

( Letter dated April 11, 1935 from Joseph Brooks to Commissioner John 
Collier (Indian Affairs). 

Letter dated May 29, 1935 from Joseph Brooks to John Collier 

Rexford G. Tugwell, Personal Asst, to President (FDR) presented the 
proposal to the President (NEED DATE) 

y- Proposal was sent to National Emergency Council by the President. 
r vJas approved In 1935. 
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June' 27* 193© 


•&* 1 

| 


Mr. Fred A. Baker, 
Department of the Interior, 
■ WasMngton,; D. 0. 


:•! 


Dear Mr. Baker: In re:; Land Available for Resettlement of Indians. 


Th e Horth Carolina Rural Rehabilitat 1 on Dorporao_i p^^ ^ p ; P,„ J ii isad . ^ S Ei 'i. ffi j -«3 ».wuich 
'have near expired on”the’ ; folTawing lands located ih'the Harper*_s/Ferry 
seetion of Kobe son bounty. -This-' section of the county is populated a*.-? 
most entirely .by Robeson County Indians and, -la W estimation, mould- . 
be the Ideal location for a resettlement or rehabilitation project. 

We are enclosing blue print -of the T. A. Fletcher or Hed Banks -^arm . 
which consists of fifteen hundred acres, of which eleven hundred is 
cleared and has a number of ImprovementsThis is excellent land- 
and is in a high state of cultivation. The farm can be -purchased for 
$60.00 per acre. . ... 

We have also held options on property of C. T. Pate, three hundred 
acres, G. M. Pate et als, sixteen hundred and thirty acres, Miss'Aate 
McKenzie, Agent, five hundred acres. There is another tract owned by 
the Beaufort■County L umber Company, containing approximately one 
thousand acres, adjolhing the Pate property, which can purchased, 
giving a total of three thousand four hundred and thirty acres. The 
uriee^of this property would be approximately JIlSUOO P er acre. T here 
are very few improvements on this property, and these could hardly be taken 
into consideration when making purchase. ,. 

There is also Additional property in this section which coula be pur¬ 
chased tohring the total acreage available in one tract, adjoining , -t he 
Pate, McKenzie and Beaufort County Lumber Company tract, to ...at least 
five thousand acres. The price of this additional land would range 
from $12.00 to $30;00 per acre, depending upon the improvements which 
have been made * 

The J. A. Fletcher or Egd ^anks Farm is located about a mile and a 
~hoif from the/other- property which we have described. 

We will be -glad to be of any service possible in working out a resettle¬ 
ment -program for the Indians of Rooeson County. 


life; 




•• . / -i 


tel 


Tours very truly, 

■t 

(ifA*. D. Caldwell, 

District Administrator 
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Baleigh, Worth Carolina ' '1*1 

■ Jane 28, 1935 '\ >i 

Dr. L. C. Gray, Chief ‘ 

. Land Utilization, 

' " Sesettlement' Administration, ' 

Washington, D. C» 

Dea& Dr. Gray: 

Mr. Fred A. Baker, connected with the. Indian Office was in to 
see me this morning relative to a project at Pembroke.. It seems ! 
that .his office has asked him to make a preliiainary, survey looking 
towards a resettlement project with the Indians of this area. As. r ■*. ■ 

I see the project it more nearly falls under Br^ ^aylor's division, 
than the Land Utilization.. However, 1 am writing you relative, to. , 

the matter for your information. If yon want me to follow it up I 

further, I will do so, or you can refer it to Dr. Taylor. j 

’ This group of Indians is different in that they are individual 
land -owners, or tenants on individually held land, ^here is a 
very definite pr®.Klem of resettlement among the- Indians. I believe 
that this would mak e a splendid, project in resettlement because therer •; 

is-'available -within the area now occupied by the Indians land suitable 
for this purpose. . 1/ H- • ; 

My only thought in writing at this time is that from the inform- 
ation in hand, and my. personal knowledge of the situation, I feel that 
a real service can be rendered these Indians in resettlement or 
rehab IlitiSlbn. 

Ur,‘HAkef "will -present the results cf . his survey to you after 
conferring with his office in Washington. 

; r Sincerely yours, j 


James ;A. Gray, 

Head Agricultural Economist 


































Reproduced at the National Archives 



r^£C£^ IN. REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING: 


L-Sub. 


»■ 


‘ ADDRESS ONLY THE 
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 


Mr. Fred A. Baker, 

Washington, D. G. 

My dear Mi*. Baker: • 

Ton are directed to proceed to Ealeigh, Pembroke and to other 
joints in North Carolina, for the purpose of making a P rel ^aary 
investigation of the feasibility of setting up a land purchase and 
work relief project for the rehabilitation of the Sionan_Indians of 
^orth Carolina, for presentation to the Resettlement Atoms ration. 

ft. I. A. Hartman, Regional Bireetor, Resettlement Aaministration, 
is at Ealeigh, Horth Carolina , and you are directed 10 confer with 
Sm Ld to felure his cooperation and authorisation for such a project, 
if it is found desirable and feasible. 

A considerable number of the Siouam Indians are living in and 
near Pembroke, in Eobeson County, Horth Carolina, and tne Oxxice is 
advised that thev desire to secure the use and control of land in that 
county, a major portion of such land to he suitable for agriculture, 
in the raising of cotton,, tobacco, subsistpnce^gardens and pasture 
for domestic stock. They have for many years been engaged iu ,hi 
Cl=ss of agriculture as "tenant” or "crop-share 1 ’ farmers, and it is 
desired to secure land for them which can be assigned to individual 
Indians, the fee title to remain in the United states. 

M r . Joseph Brooks, whose address is Box 1022» Pembroke, ^uth 
Carolina has visited the Office on behalf of these Indians and 
states that land suitable for Indian use can be purchased in obeson 
Countv He states that he will lend every assistance possible m 
this^work and will secure the assistance of other Indians if necessary. 

of laud out up as a purchase area should he one upon ^moh the 
Siouan Indians would go and establish homes; eonmeguently, .hey tould 
be consulted as to their desires. Mr. Brooks states that they «nt 
p CTicultural land wbieb can be assigned Tor uhem ns <. , . 

-Sentv to fortv acres uerfamily, for the actual growing of crops, this 
to be Y supplemented with sufficient and suitableland to be used for 
grazing.and pasturage for domestic stock. 



















The object sought by this preliminary survey is to determine^ 
whether a body of land suitable for the "use indicated can be acquired, 
what measure of relief the acquisition of such a tract will afford y 
"STork required to make it fully available, and in ^ degree 
this work program will tend to take Indians off the relief rolls. 


Stjeh a purchase and relief program 
approval of the Regional Director of the 
before it can be presented for definite 


must meetwith tentative 
Resettlement Administration 
approval by the Division of 


Rural Land Planning and Bevelop&eht.- 


It is requested that your report of work done under this assign 
ment be presented prior to Tune 28, 


Sincerely yours, 

( Signed ) William Zimmerman, 


Assistant Commissioner. 





Pursuant to your verbal instructions I accompanied Mr . Joseph 
- Brooks, Representative of the Siouan Indians of North Carolina, to 
the Office of Dr < Carl Taylor, Biifetor of the Sural Re settlement 
Division, Resettlement Administration, for a conference at 3 p.m. 

April'30« 

I introduced Mr. Brooks to Dr. Taylor as "the representative of 
a large group of people in Robieison County, North Carolina, who found 
themselves direly ; in need of assistance from the Federal Government 
and it appeared that the Rural Resettlement Division was the only 
agency at the. present time that might be able to render appropriate 
assistance, inasmuch as the -group in question had no recognised standing 
for consideration as Indians or for recognition and assistance under 
any of the laws which permit the - extension of assistance to recognized 
Indians, both individual and 03?gsm-sdhidmal". 

Mr. Brooks then stated to Dr. Taylor that they were very anxious 
to make of the Resettlement community at Pembroke, North Carolina, a 
strictly Tn dlan community, composed of Indians of half blood or more. 

Mrw Brooks stated that it was his opinion that there were at least 
five hundre4j%famil£^^ra.thin the cosmopolitan group of so-called 
Indians residing~in~Sobieison County. 

Dr . Taylor stated to Mr. Brooks that'.under the law governing the 
setting up of Resettlement Administration Projects similar to that 
at Pembroke., North Carolina, there could be no discrimination against 
race, creed or color in the selection of families to be placed within 
the project area;, that a person of 1/32 Indian blood would and must 
be given the same opportunity as might be granted a full blooded 
Indianj that, while projects were set up and under the law must be 
open with equal opportunity to white, mixed and negro races, neverthe¬ 
less through the process of actual selection of families to be placed 
within a certain project it was - thus possible without violating the 
law,to establish> white community projects dr-, for example, an Indian 
project, and negro Resettlement projects'. 

Dr . Taylor further stated thht 'i&'.camcjt. be in writing, 

it was nevertheless tacitly understood, by everyone concerned that 
the Pembroke., Norjbh Carolina, Resettlement Project was an Indian 
Project; that selection of families to be placed within this project 
would be made by Mr* Columbus Andrews of the Regional'Director 5 s of free 
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Raleigh, North Carolina, and that selection made would be from, among 
the group whom Mr. Brooks represents, but that it was very doubtful 
that Mr. Andrews would adhere to the wishes of Mr. Brooks in the mat¬ 
ter of selecting only families able to produce some semblance of 
proof as to being of one-half Indian blood or more. 

Dr. Taylor emphasized to Mr. Brooks that the matter of determina¬ 
tion of Indian blood was not a matter for their consideration or concern 
and that such consideration would not ordinarily enter in any way into 
the matter of selecting families from the Robeson County group to be 
placed on the Pembroke County project. 

Dr. Taylor suggested, however, that Sr. Brooks go to Raleigh and 
have a personal conference with Sr. Andrews in the Regional Director's 
office with a view to setting forth Ms desires as to which families 
of the group he represented should be selected for placing upon the 
Pembroke project, and Dr. Taylor gave Mr. Brooks a very cordial but 
non-committal letter of introduction to Mr. Andrews and did request 
therein that he give sympathetic consideration to any matters that 
fir. Brooks might bring to his attention. So mention was made in this 
letter about any method or jp*oeedare to be followed in the selection 
of families to be placed on the Pembroke project. As explained above, 
in view ef the law it was obviously impossible for Dr. Taylor to give 
any indication to Mr. Andrews that preference was to be given the 
selection of blooded Indians. Dr. Taylor informed Mr. Brooks that the 
extent of Ms success in having Mr. Andrews select Indians of half hbod 
or more would depend largely upon the influence of Ms ease as he might 
state it in Ms forthcoming personal" conference with Mr. Andrews ihieh 
will probably take place on Monday. 

Dr. Taylor further informed Mr. Brooks that a ‘'cooperative” enter¬ 
prise would be set up for that community bat that the nature of it had 
not yet been finally determined; also that it was definitely assured 
that a community recreational center would be built within the Pembroke 
project area. 

I believe the foregoing covers the entire scope of the conference 
held with Dr. Taylor yesterday afternoon. 


EB¥H L. GEOOME. 



i 












REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING: 


X 


i. hub 


address only the 

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 




Vi 


£ 

K 


July 6, 1956. 






KMQRMDUM TQ: Mr. Stewart. 


Pursuant to your instructions I accompanied Mr. Brooks of 
Pembroke, North Caro lin a, to tbe office of the Assistant Director 
of the Rural Resettlement Division (ir. Jenkins) at 11 a.m. this 
date for the purpose <j>f permitting the impartial presentation of 
the matter of appointment of the Projeet Kanager for the Pembroke, 
S .G., Rural Resettlement "Project. 


Mr. Brooks presented to Mr*. Jenkins (in the absence of Dr. Carl 
Taylor) the fact that on July IB the appointment of a Mr. Brandon as 
Projeet Manager, Pembroke, would be^made, and that such an appoint¬ 
ment appeared to be contrary to the best interests of the persons 
who were most concerned in the Pembroke Project, due to this Project 
Manager's close association with an extensive Mortgage and Investment 
Corporation operating in the State of Forth Carolina — MeWair (spelling 
perhaps incorrect). Mr. Brooks further stated that one reason for this 
allegation was the fact that Mr. Brandon, was very active in the affairs 
which resulted in foreclosure of a number of mortgages within the Pem¬ 
broke Project Area. 

Mr. Jenkins stated to Mr. Brooks that the Washington Office of 
the Resettlement Administration acted only in a general supervisory 
capacity and that if he had a legitimate protest against the appoint¬ 
ment of this Project Manager it should be stated-in writing to the 
Regional Director at Raleigh, supported by statement of facts whieh 
were subject to backing by proof. - MEy Jenkins farther’ suggested that 
Mr. Brooks transmit a copy of this protest to the Administrator ©f 
the Resettlement Administration and to the' Goamissioner ©f Indian Af¬ 
fairs together with a recommendation for the appointment of a Projeet 
Manager whom they considered better qualified to fulfill the position 
«-nd the reasons for such recommendation. (It appears from a letter 
me by Mr. Brooks which he received from Mr. Pearmain that the 
subject of Mr .-.Pearmain' s appointment to the position of Projeet Manager 
at Pembroke has already been taken up % Mrs. Roosevelt with Dr. Tugwell. 

jfc,_ Jenkins indicated that the ‘entire situation is one that should 
be first presented to the Regional Director at Baleigh and thence progress 
through the usual Channels to the Washington Office of the Resettlement 
Administration. 
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As an after-thought Mr. Jenkins telephoned the Appointment 
Bivision of the Resettlement Administration and was informed that 
Mr. Brandon (the person to whom Mr. Brooks and the people he repre¬ 
sents object) had as a matter, of fact already been appointed to the 
position of Project Manager at Pembroke, effective as of June IS, 

1956, and was now on the active'payroll. This was contrary to the 
information Mr. Brooks had at hand but is, nevertheless, authentic. 

Mr. J enkins -pointed out to Mr. Brooks that the fact that Mr. Brandon 
had been employed by this powerful Mortgage and Investment Company 
in North Carolina was no .indication that he was no t an impart l al.-Snd 
thoroughly capable Manager for the Pembroke Project and that any al¬ 
legations submitted to the Regional Birector with a view to ousting 
Mr. Brandon and replacing him with Mr. Pearmain was a delicate situa¬ 
tion which-would require backing. Mr. Jenkins further ascertained 
from the Appointment Division that the recommendation supporting Mr. 
Pearmain’s appointment to the managerial post of a North Carolina 
Project wag principally supported by the recommendation of a Senator 
from Montana. 

Upon-the recommendation" of Mr- Jenkins I made an appointment 
with Messrs. Roy Kimmel and Edwin G. Arnold, Assistants to the As¬ 
sistant Administrator in charge of the Rural Rehabilitation Division 
for eleven a.m* tomorrow morning (July 7) with a view to securing 
further advice to Mr. Brooks in the premises. 

. Confidential ; My recommendation is that the Indian Office take 
no action of any nature in this matter until receipt of a espy of any 
written complaint which may be submitted by Hr. Brooks or the people 
he represents, to. the Regional Director at Raleigh. I have no per¬ 
sonal knowledge of the matter, but the present appointee to the position 
of Project Manager at Pembroke appears to he so closely affiliated with 
a State-wide organization in North Carolina that no action should be 
taken until some evidence in writing is presented to the Indian Office 
as a justification for a protest. 
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REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING: 


ADDRESS ONLY THE 
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


L-Sub 


UNITED STATES 

department of the interior 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 

May 1, 1956 


MMORAfDTJM TO: Mr. Stewart. 


Pursuant to your verbal instructions I accompanied Mr. Joseph 
Brooks* Representative of the Siouan Indians of North Carolina* to 
the office of Dr. Carl Taylor, Director of the Rural Resettlement 
Division, Resettlement Administration, for a conference at 5 p.m. 

April 50. 

I introduced Mr. Brooks to Dr. Taylor as "the representative of 
a large group of people in Robeson County, forth Carolina, who found 
themselves direly in need of assistance fro® the Federal Government 
and it. appeared that the- Rural Resettlement Division was the only 
agency at the present time that might be able to rend.er appropriate 
assistance, inasmuch as the group in question had no recognised standing 
for consideration as Indians or for recognition and assistance under 
any of the laws which permit the extension of assistance to recognized 
Indians, both individual and organizational”. 

Mr. Brooks then stated to Dr. Taylor that they were very anxious 
to make of the Resettlement community at Pembroke, forth Carolina, a 
strictly Indian community, composed of Indians of half blood or more. 

Mr. Brooks stated that it was his opinion that there were at least 
five hundred such families within the cosmopolitan group of so-called 
Indians residing in Robeson County. 

Dr. Taylor stated to Mr. Brooks that under the law governing the 
setting up of Resettlement Administration Projects similar to that 
at Pembroke, forth Carolina, there could be no discrimination against 
race, creed or color in the selection of families to he placed wit h i n 
the project areaj that a person of l/52 Indian blood would and must 
be giv en the same opportunity as might be granted a full hboded In¬ 
dian] that, while projects were set’up and under the law must be open 
with equal opportunity to white, mixed and negro races, nevertheless 
through the process of actual selection of families to be placed 
within a certain project it was thus possible without violating the 
law to establish white community projects or, for example, an Indian 
project, and negro Resettlement projects. 

Dr. Taylor further stated, that while it caniidt '-Writing^ ; 

it was nevertheless tacitly understood by everyone' concerned that the 
Pembroke, forth Carolina, Resettlement Project was an Indian Projec t] 
that selection of families to be placed within this project would be 
made by Ir. Columbus Andrews of the Regional Directors office at 
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at Haleigh, North Carolina, and that selaeticn mde iron^be 

Hr. Brooks represents^ But that xu wao «x 
3fS t£tlr S^; s would adhere to the 'Wishes of Mr. Brooks 
iS SSa^rS Meeting only famUes #e to produce some sem- 
H3. the of OHe _ ba1f Indian blood or more. 

°Br Taylor emphasized to MrBrooks that the matter of deter- 
«x*l£ o/lndianW ms not a matter 

or concern and- tha-t sack consideration would not ordiuar_ly en , 
in any way into the matter of selecting families from vae Rooesoiw 
orounvto^be placed on the PembroOk Coun^f project. , 

Brt Tuylo^'suggested, kowever, that Brooks go no Halaig 

and 1 Zl ^ persona! conference with Mr. Andrews in the Regional 
Director's office with a view to' setting fortk kis desires as to 
>1 -FnraiTi e^4‘of tke groun ke represented should be selected for 

SttaJ SSIh^ PeSrSSroJect! M ». ^ «» ««- “ 

? ve^nordiaTbat non-edamittal .'letter of introduction to VL. 

SlSsfe 

reference: Was:' to-be given the selection of blooded Indians. Ur. 
Taylor informed Mr. Brooks that fes extent of his su ““ e ^“ 

Kr! indress Stti# Indians of half .blood or ««.*>“£ + f|f? 
largely upon' the -influence of kis ease as ke might state it^in 
Ms S fSi^pmMg personal conference with Mr ^Andrews which mil 

pr00a 'Br 5r T^lor^SiSr^Sformed Mr. Brooks that a "cooperative” 
enterprise sonH he-'set up for that coMnitybutlhatlte nature^ 
of ,u w not yet been finally determined* also that it was deiiniSc 
ly assured that a community recreational center would be built within 
the'Pembroke project area. 


I believe the foregoing covers the entire scope of the conference 
held witk Dr. Taylor yesterday afternoon. 



EBUI L. GROOME 
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• THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 


1201-S 



Received at 70S 14 th St., N. W. Washington, D. C. 

f^KI 56 DL=PEMBROKE NCAR 1 7 40 A 


THE HONORABLE JOHN CQLLiER.U • 


l-eo : i:fl -■> 

I! <53 v ■ S 

: 


lUNUTES IN TRANSIT 


Cum 


M ! SS lONE'R OF INDIAN AFF A I R S= 


i cd 
| GO 


Sj? |,UkU-RATE 


day Letter 


VSOUAN COUNCIL IN SPECIAL SESSION LAST SATURDAY RESOLVE THAT 
^Vj iViR JOSEPH BROOKS DO REQUEST THE HONORABLE JOHN COLLIER^TQ 


4 if 


4'H 




REASSIGN MR F A BAKER TO THIS DISTRICT TO 'WORK OUT THE 
ECONOMIC LEGAL AND OTHER STATUS THAT EXSSi HEnc MOTION BY. ^ 


MR BROOKS SECOND BY COUNCILMAN MCGIRT 

&*I 

l\ * 


TION CARRIED 


JJN^AN IMOUSL Y D OF SECTION FOUR COUNCIL MINUTES-* 
. JAMES E CHAVIS COUNCIL SECT.I 



THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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Highway pay of North and South Carolina. Copy of map filed with 
original copy of report. 
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June 27, 1955 * 


Mr . FtfcLA. Baker*. "■ ; 

Special ;ilgent , . . . : .\v{/ ; 

City* • ‘ ‘ 

Bear Sir?--. ? ' M .. " j . • tl . 1' ' 

In accordance ?ath your request*.-'I haY£ obtained fwk ;• 
the records a list of property owned by Mrs.*. Eoline. P. Spiro-:|fii:.; •; - 
Howe 11svilie Township and find that -the. total acreage , • acdordih® • 
to the list record’, is 970 acres . While this land .does not •ail 
adjoin, according, to my understanding, these various tracts-lay 
in close proximity, one- tract containing at least, nearly 400 
acres. • 

InSt*'Pauls township, which is advent to Howellsvllle 
township-,,: she has 585 acres, more, or less,' exclusive of the tract, 
of land located near the edge of the Town of St. Pauls. It is my 
understanding that a goodly part of the St* Pauls Township lands 
is located between the Howe 11 svilie lands ana tne iown of St. 

Pauls and that at least part of it is not far north oi the ^owe 1 Isvilie 
^ownship lands* 

I have just procured information to the effect that McLean 
& Stacy, locally, represent the ^utters Lumber Comapny. 

It occurred to me that you might desire to obtain information 
aw to the relative location of these various tracts of land uo each 
other, and if you are going to be In this vicinity for some several 
days I can obtain definite information with respect to this. Tourney 
let me know if you care to obtain this information. 


Yery truly yours 
Johnson & lloyd, 
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